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Ephrem the Syrian was born in Nisibis (Nusaybin, Turkey) around 306 CE, and died in Edessa

(Sanliurfa, Turkey) in 373. He was a prolific author, composing over four hundred hymns, several

metrical homilies, and at least two scriptural commentaries. His extensive literary output warrants

mention alongside other well-known fourth-century authors, such as Gregory of Nazianzus and

Basil of Caesarea. Yet Ephrem wrote in neither Greek nor Latin, but in Syriac, a dialect of Aramaic.

His voice opens to the reader a fourth-century Christian world perched on the margins between the

Roman and Persian Empires. Ephrem is known for a theology that relies heavily on symbol and for

a keen awareness of Jewish exegetical traditions. Yet he is also our earliest source for the reception

of Nicaea among Syriac-speaking Christians. It is in his eighty-seven Hymns on Faith - the longest

extant piece of early Syriac literature - that he develops his arguments against subordinationist

christologies most fully. These hymns, most likely delivered orally and compiled after the author's

death, were composed in Nisibis and Edessa between the 350s ans 373. They reveal an author

conversant with Christological debates further to the west, but responding in a uniquely Syriac

idiom. As such, they form an essential source for reconstructing the development of pro-Nicene

thought in the eastern Mediterranean. Yet, the Hymns on Faith offer far more than a simple

Syriacpro-Nicene catechetical literature. In these hymns Ephrem reflects upon the mystery of God

and the limits of human knowledge. He demonstrates a sophisticated grasp of symbol and

metaphor and their role in human understanding. The Hymns on Faith are translated here for the

first time in English on the basis of Edmund Beck's critical edition.
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Jeffrey Wickes is assistant professor of Early Christianity at Saint Louis University, USA.

Spiritually enlightening

Jeffrey Wickes is a serious scholar with much to contribute to the field of Patristics. This book, The

Hymns on Faith, is the fruit of many years of dedicated research and wise editorial work. Jeffrey

writes clearly and profoundly, giving his readers much insight into Ephrem the Syrian.Albert S Rossi,

PhDPast Director of the Doctor of Ministry program, St Vladimir's Seminary, Crestwood, NY.

"Every translation is an interpretation." Translators of the Fathers of the Orthodox Church must meet

2 criteria: they must be Orthodox (have the phronema/mindset of the Church) and be academic. A

translation of Ephrem by an atheist is as unreliable as a translation of Nietzsche by a Greek

Orthodox monk! A quick search online shows that J. Wickes meets both essential, necessary

requirements. The translation is heavily researched (judging by the footnotes) and the text (if you

love Ephrem) is beautiful. I hope we'll see more translations by J. Wickes because the spirit, along

with the rendering/ "letter", are present. When one reads a translation that has one without the other

(as in many), it leads to confusion and misunderstanding.Lisa Boston, MTS, Holy Cross Greek

Orthodox Seminary, Brookline, MA.

For my review see the upcoming issue of the journal Hugoye, due to go online in July 2015. In a

word, I cannot recommend this book.
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